
 

“Open Hearts,  

Open Minds, 

Open Doors.” 
In Case You Are Wondering 

Hello!  
 

For those who may not know me, my name is Pastor Reva. I 
retired from active ministry in 2005. It is an honor and a pleasure 
to now be worshipping with Pastor Maggie and my new friends at 
Martin and Shelbyville and to be given this opportunity to share 
some thoughts with you. 
 

The calendar says that we are in the season of Lent, a time of 
preparation in anticipation of the celebration of Easter. It is a 
period of 40 days (not counting Sundays) when we are invited to 
take a serious look at ourselves and our faith. We may ask, “how 
am I living out daily what I say I believe?” Or from another 
perspective, “how can I live a deeper, more spiritual life?” We may 
question, “what in my daily living should I subtract; what should I 
add?”  
 

How will my own self-reflection during Lent bring me closer to the 
joyous, momentous celebration that is Easter? My experience has 
been that taking a deeper, quieter look at my attitudes and actions 
is essential. Then comes Palm Sunday and its celebration and 
excitement which is crushed by the solemn meal of Maundy 
Thursday and the desolation and death of Good Friday without 
which I cannot fully feel the jubilation of Easter Sunday. So, if at 
all possible, I attend all 3 pre-Easter services where I am blessed 
to sense the presence the Holy Spirit and to feel the highs and 
lows of Holy Week.  Without death, there cannot be resurrection. 
Without resurrection, there is no Easter. 
 

As an illustration of sorrow and joy, let me share the story behind 
the writing of the hymn “In the Garden” by C. Austin Miles, a 
pharmacist, who became a photographer, poet and song writer. In 
1912, while waiting for some film to process, he picked up his 
Bible and began to read by the red light of his dark room. The 
book fell open to John 20 and he began to read the story of Mary 
Magdalene coming to the garden and the tomb of Jesus. 
Suddenly, Miles felt as if he himself had joined the scene. He felt 
Mary’s deep sorrow at the loss of her friend and the total despair 
of the empty tomb. Then Jesus spoke. Mary’s overwhelming joy 
was boundless! Miles felt it, too. It was not an event of 2000 years 
ago; it is today! “He walks with me and He talks with me!”  
 

May it be so in your life this Easter. Amen!  
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March 2, 2025 

                Shelbyville UMC: 

  General Collection: $1,016.06 

               Food Pantry: $200.00 

                  Martin UMC: 

General Collection: $2,087.00 

Building Fund: $10.00 

Attendance: 
Shelbyville UMC: 

Worship: 36 

Martin UMC: 

Worship:66 

March 16, 2025 

Offering: 

                 Shelbyville UMC: 

General Collection: $851.00  

                     Martin UMC: 

General Collection: $1,030.00 

Food Pantry:  $260.00 

                       
                        Attendance: 

Shelbyville UMC: 

Worship: 32 

Martin UMC: 

Worship: 55 

 

Office Hours: 

Closed Monday, Tuesday thru Friday 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 

March 23, 2025 

Offering: 

                 Shelbyville UMC: 

General Collection: $1,310.25 

Building:  $40.40 

                     Martin UMC: 

General Collection: $1,271.00 
 

Attendance: 

Shelbyville UMC: 

Worship: 31 

Martin UMC: 

Worship: 60     

 

March 9, 2025 

Offering: 

                 Shelbyville UMC: 

General Collection: $1,381.86 

                 Food Pantry: $55.00 

                    Missions:$30.00 

Martin UMC: 

General Collection: $1,970.00 
Building Fund:  $10.00 

 

Attendance: 

Shelbyville UMC: 

Worship: 30  

Martin UMC: 

Worship: 47 



   

lll 

Important Dates 

 

• April 6th – Holy Communion 

• April 9th – Lenten Study MUMC- 2:00 & 

7:00p.m. 

• April 13th - Golden Cross Offering 

• April 16th – Otsego UMW – Lenten 

Breakfast - Otsego 9:30 a.m. 

• April 17th – Maundy Thursday Service @ 

Martin 7:00 p.m.  

• April 18th – Good Friday Service @ 

Shelbyville 7:00 pm.  

• April 20th – Easter Sunday –  

❖ Sunrise Service at 7:00 a.m. 

Martin UMC 

❖ Easter Breakfast – 8:00 a.m. 

Martin UMC 

❖ Easter Worship – 9:30 a.m. Martin 

UMC 

❖ Easter Worship – 11:00 a.m. 

Shelbyville UMC 

 

KINGDOM KIDS 

Every Sunday following the 

Children’s Sermon! 

Martin UMC  
Sunday School  
For ALL ages! 

11:00 a.m. 
Please join us! 

 

Did you know that you can 

give thru our website?  Go 
to martinumc.org or 

shelbyvilleumc.org for 
more information. 

           Please read if you like to sing! 
 
If Easter makes you feel like singing, come 
join the choir on Easter Sunday.  We will be 
singing “In the Garden.” Practice will be 
after immediately after worship on April 13 
- during fellowship time. Warm-up will be at 
8:55 on the 20th.  

 

RETURN 
  

Hatched new in Spring, 

Each Monarch lives a little 

while. 

Six weeks and he is gone. 

Gathering at summer's end, 

The novitiates journey to 

Mexico, 

Never missing the wintering 

place 

Of their ancestors 

By more that fifteen miles. 

If Monarch Butterflies can 

find 

Their way to uncharted 

Other homes, 

Then it must be 

My soul can find 

Its way to heaven. 

RHawke 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

UMCOR Bucket Project 

On Sunday February 23, parishioners from 

Allegan, Hopkins, Martin, Shelbyville and 

Wayland UMCs gathered at Hopkins UMC to 

fill five-gallon buckets with items to aid in 

cleanup after floods, tornadoes, hurricanes or 

other disasters. After prayers of blessing, the 

38 buckets are now on their way to the 

UMCOR Midwest Distribution Center in 

Illinois. It was a day of food, faithfulness, and 

fun! Thank you to all who donated labor, 

supplies or money to support this project. 

Imagine you have lost nearly everything in a 

storm and someone delivers a bucket that 

shows you there are people of God who care! 

May God bless those who gave and those 

who will receive.  

(Thank you to Mitzi Crowe of Hopkins for 

the photos) 

 



  

Keeping Our Church Newsletter Alive: 

We Need Your Help! 
 

Dear Church Family, 

 

We believe our church newsletter is more 

than just a collection of announcements—

it's a way to connect, inspire, and grow 

together as a community. But to keep it alive 

and thriving, we need your help! Here are 

some fun ways you can get involved and make 

our newsletter even better: 

 

Share Your Stories - We want to hear from 

you! If you have a testimony, a story of 

faith, or an experience that inspired you, 

please consider sharing it with us. Your 

stories can uplift and encourage others in 

our congregation. 

 

Submit Photos and Art - Have you captured 

moments from church events or activities? 

Or perhaps you’ve created a piece of art or 

a craft? Send those our way! Visuals add a 

vibrant touch and help us all feel connected. 

 

Stay Involved - The newsletter is filled with 

opportunities for you to get involved. 

Whether it’s volunteering for an upcoming 

event, joining a small group, or participating 

in community outreach, we want to help you 

connect with these opportunities. Make sure 

to check out our calls to action! 

 

Give Us Feedback - We want to hear your 

thoughts! What do you enjoy reading? What 

would you like to see more of? Your 

feedback is invaluable in helping us create 

content that resonates with you. 

 

Celebrate Together - Let’s use the 

newsletter to celebrate our milestones—

baptisms, confirmations, anniversaries, and 

other special moments in our church family. 

If you have something to celebrate, let us 

know, and we’ll share it! 

 

Together, we can keep our church 

newsletter vibrant and engaging. Your 

contributions and involvement are what 

make our community so special. Let’s work 

together to create a newsletter that 

reflects the love and unity we share at the 

Martin and Shelbyville UMC’s! 

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Maggie & Crystal  

 

WERE YOU MISSING THE 
CONNECTION? 

KEEP IT ALIVE! 
 

 

 

 



 

Holy Week Schedule 
April 13, 2025  - Palm Sunday  

Martin UMC  - Worship at 9:30 a.m.  

Shelbyville UMC - Worship at 11:00 a.m.  

 

April 17, 2025 – Maundy Thursday 

Martin UMC – Worship at 7:00 p.m. 

 

April 18, 2025 – Good Friday 

Shelbyville UMC – Worship at 7:00 p.m.  

 

April 20, 2025 – Easter 

Martin UMC – Sunrise Worship at 7:00 a.m.  

Martin UMC – Worship at 9:30 a.m.  

Shelbyville UMC – Worship at 11:00 a.m.  

Easter breakfast served at 

8:00 a.m. – Martin UMC 

All are welcome! 



 

  Martin UMC Graduates 

We will be honoring 2 (possibly 

3) graduates at Martin UMC this 

year!  We are excited for an 

opportunity to celebrate the 
accomplishments of these young 

women.   

If you would like to help us to 

celebrate and to honor them, 

please feel free to pick up a gift 
or write a note to place in their 

“graduation gift bags.”  Bags 

will be on the counter in the 

church office.  Please bring gifts 

no later than May 25th, 2025 

Thank you for help us to 

celebrate! 

 

 
Dear Friends and Family, 

 

We want to take a moment to 

express our heartfelt gratitude 

to each and every one of you 

who have been praying for 

Jumbo and me during this 

time. Your love and support 

mean the world to us. 

 

Thank you for the delicious 

meals, thoughtful cards, and 

encouraging words. Each 

gesture has brought us comfort 

and strength when we needed 

it most. We are truly blessed to 

have such wonderful people in 

our lives. 

 

With all our love, 

Pastor Maggie and Jim Stoken 

 

 

Being the Hands and Feet of Jesus Through Volunteering 
 

Volunteering is a fantastic way to live out the teachings of Jesus and 

make a real difference in our communities. It’s about being the “hands 

and feet” of Christ—serving others and sharing love wherever we can. 
 

Jesus showed us what it means to serve. He washed His disciples' feet, 

fed the hungry, and cared for the marginalized. When He said, 

"Whatever you did for the least of these, you did for me," He 

highlighted the importance of helping those in need.  
 

Volunteering can take many forms, whether it’s working at a food 

pantry, mentoring kids, or helping at a homeless shelter, volunteering 

at church, leading a small group, leading a Bible study, teaching 

Sunday school, or working at VBS (just to name a few). Each small act 

of service reflects Christ's love and can inspire others to join in! 
 

Plus, volunteering helps build community. When we come together to 

help others, we form connections and support one another. It’s a great 

way to grow in faith and make friends along the way. 
 

And let’s not forget the personal rewards! Serving others teaches us 

new skills, helps us empathize with different experiences, and gives us 

a deeper appreciation for what we have.  The joy it brings when we do 

it for the right reasons is indescribable! It is a blessing to be a blessing. 
 

In a world that can feel heavy, being the hands and feet of Jesus 

through volunteering offers hope and joy. So, let’s get out there and 

make a positive impact—one small act of kindness at a time! 

 

Blessings, Pastor Maggie 
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